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paralysis of the internal rectus only.” There was also papillitis in both 
eyes, and a central scotoma in the field of the left. At the autopsy, a 
cystoid tumour, as large as a walnut, was found'in the right ventricle 
attached to the anterior end of the choroid plexus. 

In the other case there was complete paralysis of both third and sixth 
nerves. No scotoma, and no decided change in the fundus of either eye. 
A gummy tumour, the size of a pigeon’s egg, was found in the rHit 
middle cerebral lobe. q. q. 


Art. XXIX.— -Potto's Operation. By Clement Godson, M.D., Con¬ 
sulting Physician to the City of London Lying-in Hospital; Assistant 
Physician-Accoucheur to St. Bartholomew’s Hospital. Quarto, pp. 20, 
with Two Lithographic Illustrations. Reprinted from the British 
Medical Journal , Jan. 2G, 1884. 

Through the kindness of Dr. Godson, we are in receipt of a special 
copy of his valuable contribution to the literature of the Porro-Caisarean 
section, which is certainly the most complete of all the papers that have 
treated of this operation, especially in its tabular record, which is a mar¬ 
vel of painstaking labour and accuracy, and gives a satisfactory record of 
each individual case, under nineteen heads. 

As there is nothing new under the sun, we find that the idea, which 
reached its full fruition under the hand of Dr. Porro,' was in the minds of 
several authors and experimenters, dating back to 1768, when Dr. Joseph 
Cavallini, after removing the uterus of a bitch, which contained nine 
puppies, wrote as follows: “ I do not doubt that the uterus is not at all 
necessary to life; but whether it may be plucked out with impunity from 
the. human body, we cannot be certain, without a further series of ex- 
poriincuts of this kind, which perhaps a more fortunate generation will 
obtain.” Forty-one years later (1809), Dr. G. P. Michaelis, of Marburg, 
wrote: “It is, indeed, a question, whether the Ctesarenn section would 
not be made less dangerous if with it were combined the extirpation of the 
uterus.” D. James Blundell, of London, in 1828, after saving three out 
of four rabbits after hysterectomy, wrote to the same effect, and added: 
“ Perhaps this method of operating may prove an eminent and valuable 
improvement.” Other experimenters at later periods reached the same 
conclusion, with Dr. Porro as one of them, who was the first to practise 
upon the human female what had so long been held as practicable, but 
never acted upon. 

As a thorough, reliable, and complete statistical record, we have no 
hesitation in giving this monogragh pre-eminence. There are those who 
are inclined to decry the value of statistics, because of their not represent¬ 
ing the whole of the cases; but there can be ifo such excuse in this in¬ 
stance. The record then being perfect, we have only to classify the cases, 
and ascertain from them what is the legitimate mortality of the operation; 
and this we shall now proceed to do. 

There have been one hundred and fifty-three operations of different 
types performed, which have been all reported as Potto cases; but a 
large number are not properly entitled to the name, and only add to the 
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mortality of the balance. The operations performed after the model set 
by Prof. Porro, who has saved four women and five children out of five 
cases, and the modification made by Prof. Muller, which has saved a 
larger proportion in the general average, or nineteen out ot thirty-six wo¬ 
men, may be considered as Porro-Cocsarean sections: but these two forms, 
as again modified by Prof. Gustave Veit, of Bonn, we propose, on account 
of their largely increased fatality, to exclude from the list. By a some¬ 
what singular coincidence, three operators appear to have at very nearly 
the same time conceived the plan of dropping in the stump of the cervix 
after ligating it; and we find cases 50, 51, 52, and 53 in order, to have 
been of this character, and all operated on in a period of thirty-three days. 
Prof. Veit led off* on March 21, 1880; Prof. Isaac E. Taylor, of New 
York, followed, on April 8th, supposing that his was the initial case; and 
Dr. Heussner, of Barmen, Germany, repeated the trial on April 15th and 
April 23d. These operations having all been fatal, the next four experi¬ 
ments covered a period of a year, and Prof. Veit was fortunate enough to 
save the only woman of the four. This was the sixth on the Veit list; 
the next saved was the twelfth, and the last the thirteenth; since which, 
during a period of two years, there has not been a pedicle dropped in, 
and it is to be hoped there will not be another, as one of the chiet reasons 
for cutting away the uterus under the Porro plan was to avoid the risks 
consequent upon the presence of an open wound within the closed abdo¬ 
men after the old operation, with the possibility of its discharging septic 
matter into the peritoneal cavity. But for the size of the cervix in labour, 
and the shrinkage to be expected in the process of sub-involution, the 
stump might be treated as a pedicle and dropped in, with a hope of safety; 
but its anatomical character spoils what might otherwise be a neat and 
very desirable way of terminating the operation, and of thus avoiding the 
drawing in of the cicatrix and traction upon the vagina. ^ The compara¬ 
tive results of the three methods enumerated will be seen in the following 
table:— 
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Rejecting the fatal experiments of Veit and others, we have left the 
following:— 

Porro and Porro-Miiller cases, 12C: Women saved, 59, or 46 per cent.; 
Children saved, 99, or 78$ per cent. Again, reducing the number of 426 
cases to those regarded as not markedly unfavourable for the operation, 
and we have 83, with the following result: Women saved, 48—lost, 35 ; 
Children saved, 79 ; stillborn, 5. An examination of Dr. Godson’a tables 
in the column, headed “ condition of too man at time of opttahon” will 
show how very unjust it would be to attribute the results following the 
operation in all cases to the operation alone. Passing down the column, 
we find noted the following conditions of the patients subjected to the 
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knife, viz., «Exhausted by malignant disease .” “ Albuminuria and 
eclampsia. “ Exhausted by malacosteon.” “ Almost moribund from 
bronchial catarrhs “ Suffering severely from bronchitis ” “ Very un- 
favourable ; repealed eclamptic fit,.’’ “ Deplorable:’ “ Very uufavour, 
able, patient leprous.’’ “ Exhausted from long labour—version and era. 
"'“'"my attempted” ‘’Hopeless—woman dying from typhus pellagrica." 

Eat lent affected with peritonitis." “ Patient affected with albuminu. 
no, etc. It is hardly necessary to say that these women all died. 

In calculating the risks of the Porro operation, we must consider the 
true danger of the operation itself, as shown after its performance upon a 
series of cases in a reasonably fair condition of health. Skill and care- 
fulness are certainly rewarded with success, as shown by the results in 
several hospuals, and in the practice of several well-known operators; thus, 
Prof Porro, of Milan, has saved four women out of five; Dr. Fehlin" of 
Stuttgart, the same; Prof. Brcisky, of Prague, four out of four; Prof. 
Lari Von Braun-Fernwald, of Vienna, saved eight out of twelve, one of 
the four deaths following the dropping in of the pedicle. This experiment 
was tried four times in the Krankenlmus, and all of the women died. In 
Santa Catcrina Hospital of Milan, nine women out of twelve have been 
saved, and all of the children; six of the women were saved in succession, 
and there was but one death in the last ten cases, which was due to 
strangulation of the intestine from adhesion of a knuckle to the cicatrix of 
the abdominal wound, a cause by which a Caesarean case was once lost in 
tins city under Dr. Walter F. Atlee. The general mortality of the 
Porro operation in 1883 amounted to only nine cases out of twentv-one 
a saving of fifty-seven and one-seventh percent. 

To Dr. Godson is due the credit of having performed the first successful 
I orro operation at a viable period of gestation in Great Britain. This 
was done on November 27, 1882, when the patient had reached the 2G3d 
day of her pregnancy; in a private house in Islington, London. The 
subject was a dwart 4 feet 4 inches in height, and 24 years of a"e 
whose pelvis was much deformed by her having been run over by a dniy 
when four years old, whereby she received a fracture involving the pubic 
bone ot one side and tuber iscliii of the other, from which numerous frag¬ 
ments were removed. As the operation was performed in a somewhat 
novel manner in some of its features, we give a description of it in the 
words of the author. ' 

“ The abdomen was first sponged with carbolic acid solution (I in 40), 
the carbolic spray turned on, and after passing a catheter, to he sure that 
the bladder was empty, and to note its exact position in the abdomen, I 
commenced my incision. ... The uterus being exposed, its anterior 
surface wits noticed to be very livid in appearance, suggesting tlmtthe placenta 
was attached to the anterior wall; and therefore 1 made, os low down as 
possible, that is, at about the junction or the lower with the middle third, 
a small incision just large enough to admit the finger; a gusli of venous 
blood occurred and the membranes were seen. 1 immediately inserted 
the tips of each forefinger, and tore the womb open transversely. There 
was no resistance. The membranes were not ruptured by this manipu¬ 
lation ; therefore, knowing the exact position of foetus, I thrust my hand 
through them into the right iliac region, nnd seizing the neck, without 
difficulty extracted the child. As it did not at once show signs of vitality 
1 dashed some of the carbolized water, in which the instruments were, 
over its face and chest, and it almost immediately cried lustily.” 
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While Dr. Godson was engaged with the child, Mr. Knowsley Thorn¬ 
ton slipped his left hand into the pelvis; grasped the neck of the uterus to 
control the hemorrhage; and then with the right, applied the wire of 
Kocberle’s serre-nceud , so as to include the uterus, tubes, and ovaries at 
about the level of the internal os. The wire being then tightened the 
uterus with the placenta in it was cut away with scissors. Solid per- 
chloride of iron was applied to the stump, and two pins passed across each 
other above the wire of the serre-nceud ', and a strong silk ligature tied 
beneath them for greater security. The wound was then sutured with 
china-silk, and dressed with carbolic gauze, and a flannel bandage over 
it. Time of whole operation, from incision, to end of suturing, 42 minutes. 

The child, a female, whose picture with that of the mother is in the 
possession of the reviewer, was twenty inches long and weighed 8£ pounds. 
The mother made a good recovery, and on August 1,1883, was apparently 
in perfect health. At that time her abdomen showed hardly any scar, and 
there was no depression where the pedicle was placed. Having largely 
developed mnmmte she was able to nurse her infant, which was still living 
several months alter the operation. R. P. H. 


Art. XXX —Health Reports. 

1. Annual Report of the National Board of Health for the Fiscal Tear 

ending June 30, 1883. Washington. Pnmphlet. pp. 102. 

2. Fourth Annual Report of the State Board of Healthy Lunacy , and 

Charity of Massachusetts , 1883. Supplement containing Report 

and Papers on Public Health. Boston. Pamphlet, pp. 2G0. 

3. Eleventh Annual Report of the Board of Health of the City of Bos¬ 

ton. Boston, 1883, pp. 108, pamphlet. 

4. Report of the Board of Health oj" the State of Louisiana for the 

Year 1882 and First Six months of 1883, with numerous Tables , 

Lithographic and Chromo-Lithographic Plates. Baton Rouge, 

1883. Pamphlet, pp. 637. 

5. Fifth Biennial Report of the State Board of Health of Maryland. 

January, 1884. Annapolis. Pamphlet, pp. 275. 

6. Second Biennial Report of the State Board of Health of loura. 

Des Moines, 1883, pp. 417. 

1. The scanty proportions and correspondingly meagre record of work 
of the National Board of Health Report exhibit a lamentable example of 
atrophy for want of sufficient material support which must be deeply de¬ 
plored by every consistent advocate of sanitary science. 

From the account of the operations of the Board we find that in conse¬ 
quence of the reduction of the total appropriation (including $50,000 for 
the maintenance of quarantine stations) to $67,500 for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1883, the publication of the valuable weekly Bulletin and 
the prosecution of the important investigation into matters relating to the 
public health, which promised so much benefit to suffering humanity, were 
suspended. On the same day when it was decided that these regrettable 
economies were necessary, the Board met with the additional misfortune 
of losing the name and world-wide fame of Dr. J. S. Billings, TJ. S. A., 



